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M.   Stolypine's  insistence   that   we  were   finally  ad-
mitted.

M. Stolypine's agrarian reforms met with extra-
ordinary success, surpassing the most optimistic expecta-
tions. The Russian peasant, prone as he is to listen
to revolutionary propaganda when it appeals to .his
dominant passion for more land, is nevertheless possessed
of a keen intelligence. He was not slow in going ahead
of the measures decreed for facilitating the ownership
of the land which he farmed and finding means for
acquiring additional land by proper and legal methods.
Under the able and firm direction of M. Krivocheine,
who succeeded Prince Wassiltchikoff as Minister of
Agriculture, the new legislation, reinforced by a con-
siderable extension of the activity and power of the
" Peasants' Bank," produced wide-spread results in a
surprisingly short time. These results were so satis-
factory that, on the eve of the revolution of 1917, it is safe
to say that the entire agrarian problem was in a way to
be definitely solved, and that only a comparatively short
period would have sufficed to put the agrarian regime ia
Russia on a solid foundation. The social and economic
upheaval caused by the revolution destroyed, alas, those
magnificent results, and no one can foresee when or how
Russia will recover from the blow she has received;

Towards the middle of September, M. Stolypimfc
furnished to the newspapers a long and vigorously
worded statement of his political programme, in whklt
he announced the intention of the Government tJOi
repress the acts of the terrorists in the most
v and. to maintain order in the country at